
EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS 

H O N O L U L U  

L I N D A  L I N G L E  
G O V E R N O R  

April 25,2010 

The Honorable Colleen Hanabusa, President 
and Members of the Senate 

Twenty-Fifth State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 409 
Honolulu, Hawaii 968 13 

Dear Madam President and Members of the Senate: 

This is to inform you that on April 25,2010, the following bill was signed into law: 

SB898 SD2 HDl A BILL FOR AN ACT 
RELATING TO CIVIL DEFENSE. 
ACT 060 (10) 

Sincerely, 

LINDA LINGL 
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Approved by the Governor 
on APR 2 5 2010 
THE SENATE 

STATE OF HAWAII 
TWENTY-FI FTH LEGISLATURE, 2009 

898 S.B. NO. s . D . ~  H.D. 1 

A BILL FOR AN ACT 
RELATING TO CIVIL DEFENSE. 

BE IT ENACTED BY TT-rlE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII: 

SECTION 1. One of the policies and purposes of chapter 

128, Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS), is to coordinate all state 

civil defense functions 

comparable functions of 

various departments and 

to the maximum extent possible with the 

the federal government (including its 

agencies), other states and localities, 

and private,agencies, to allow for the most effective 

preparation and use of all personnel, resources, and facilities 

for dealing with any disaster or emergency that may occur. 

.s 

The legislature finds that there is 'a need to amend the law 

regarding the liability of an owner or operator of a hospital, 

community-based care home, home-based care home, or healthcare 

agency or facility of any type, as well as day care, and 

educational institutions, when an owner or operator of these 

facilities permits the use of the property for sheltering 

persons during disasters and emergencies,; The legislature 

recognizes that there is a shortage of shelter space in Hawaii 

and that the private industry should be encouraged 

SB898 HD1 HMS 2010-1321 

to assist the 
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r for those persons who by reason of 

s may already be in these facilities during 

ies. Under the current l a w ,  it is unclear 

tors of certain facilities are able to 

quirements of section 128-19, HRS, when 

o persons in their care, custody, or charge 

RS, requires that shelter be made 

compensation. 

f this Act is to clarify that compensation 

te entities f o r  use of facilities as a 

helter is not considered compensation for the purposes 

rtaining to immunity f r o m  liability of private 

also includes sheltering of persons during 

ters in the category of events that 

d liability for private entities that make their 

e public during times of emergency. 

SECTION 2. Section 128-19, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

amended to read as follows: 

"1128-19 Immunity from liability of private shelter. - (a) 

Any individual, partnership, firm, society, unincorporated 

association, j o i n t  venture group, hui, joint stock company, 

corporation, trustee, personal representative, trust estate, 






